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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Eugene Dis t r ic t Bureau of Land Management  ( B L M ) rece ived a road r ight -o f-way grant

appl icat ion f rom the Polly  Hatch Mosby  Estate  to a l low the estate  owners  access to their  private  land

via  BLM  roads and to a l low const ruct ion o f a  110- foot length  o f new road on public  land.

II. PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of the proposed act ion is  to prov ide the owners  o f private  land located in  Town ship  20

South, Range 2 Wes t, Sect ion 31, Wil lam ette  Mer id ian, with  lega l access across public  land

managed by BLM  in order to remove approx imately  575-600 MBF of t imber.   Owners  o f the Polly

Hatch Mosby  Estate  ( the Esta te) have requested a Right -o f -Way  Grant in  order to acquire  lega l

access to Estate  land over ex is t ing BLM  roads and a short  segment o f new road to be const ructed

across public  land.  The Estate  has lega l access to this  acreage over an alternate  private  road

s y s te m .  However,  us ing the ex is t ing road system to reach the property  would  require  nearly  3/4-mile

of new road const ruct ion that would  be highly  visible  f rom the west.

III. CONFORMANCE WITH LAND USE PLAN

The Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives are  in  conformance with  the 1995 Eugene Dis t r ic t Resource

Management  P lan (RMP).  The R M P a l lows for grant ing access across public  land in  order to reach

private  lands.

IV. PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

A. Proposed  Act ion

The Proposed Act ion is  to grant a  temporary  road r ight -o f-way grant to the Estate  for a  per iod o f

two years  to use BLM  Roads  No. 21-2-31 and 21-2-5, and to permit  const ruct ion o f a  110- foot

segment o f new road.  The new road would  be o f natura l (dirt)  sur face with  a  14- foot subgrade.  I t

would  be b locked upon complet ion o f t imber harvest f rom Estate  land in  Sect ion 31.  The -31 and
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-5 roads would  be used for t imber hau l ing.  Appro ximate ly  10-12 t rucks per day are  ant ic ipated

dur ing act ive haul ing.  No improv emen ts would  be author ized to ex is t ing BLM  roads inc luded in

this  grant.

Under the Proposed Act ion, approx imately  1 ,650 feet o f road const ruct ion would  occur on private

lands.  The road would  be over gentle  ter ra in , except for an area where  the road would  avoid  a

swale  and spr ing about 100 feet west o f the east boundary  in  the cent ra l por t ion o f the unit.  

T imber harvest on private  land would  cons is t o f a  heavy th inn ing, leav ing c lumps of t rees and al l

open g rown t rees in  order to mainta in a 30-35% c rown closure  in  the res idua l s tand.  A  v isua l

buf fer would  be mainta ined a long the west edge of the harvest area to screen harvest ac t iv i ties

f rom the f a rm s and county  road to the west.

B. No Act ion Alternat ive

Under the No Act ion A l ternat ive, a  grant for road use and const ruct ion would  not be issued.  The

Estate  owners  have ind icated they would  access the property  via  an ex is t ing private  road system

and const ruct 3 ,750 feet o f new d i r t -surface road.  Much  of the new road const ruct ion under this

a l ternative would  require  roads to be cut into  the s lope to mainta in suitable  road grades.  New

const ruct ion would  avoid  the swale /spr ing area.  T imber harvest on private  land would  be the

s a m e as the Proposed Act ion.  T imber hau l ing would  cons is t o f 10-12 t rucks per day dur ing

per iods o f ac t ive haul.   Trucks would  pass within  70-80 feet o f a  nearby res idence a long the

private  access road.

V. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

The area o f the Proposed Act ion l ies within  the Mosby  Creek and Lower Row  River 5th-f ield

Watersheds.   BLM  Road No. 21-2-5  begins off  Coun ty Road No. 2555 (Garo utte  Road),  jus t west o f

the lower end of Dorena Reservoir .    BLM  Road No. 21-2-31 is  located near the end of the -5 road. 

Both  ex is t ing roads are  grave l sur faced.  Nei ther road crosses any f ish-bear ing s t reams.  A  gate  on

the -5 road near Garou tte Road l imits  public  access in  this  area.

The proposed new road const ruct ion l ies in  a  7-year -old  regenerat ion unit  on public  land in  T20S ,

R 2 W , Sect ion 31.  The unit  conta ins young Doug las-f ir  and b lackberry .  S lopes in  the area are

gent le , rang ing f rom 0 - 15 % .  There  are  no wet lands located within  the proposed new const ruct ion

r ight -o f-way; there are  no s t ream chann els  located within  400 feet o f the proposed new road

const ruct ion.  Dra inage f rom the road sur face would  genera lly  be into  the harvest unit  except for

about 20 feet,  which would  drain  to an ex is t ing cross drain  culvert  on the -31 road.

The proposed harvest unit  on private  land is  a  mixture  o f c lumpy and open g rown coni fers  that are

10" to >36" in  diameter.   S ide s lopes are  genera lly  between 20%  to 40%  with  occas iona l s ide s lopes

to 5 5 % .  A  dry  draw was  noted near the south  boundary  o f the harvest unit.   Scour  and depos i t ion

was  not ev ident in this  draw in  or imme diately  ad jacent to the harvest boundary .  A  spr ing was  noted

about 100 feet west o f the east boundary  in  the cent ra l por t ion o f the unit.   An area with  annual scour

and depos i t ion were  located near the edge of the harvest unit  near the west cent ra l boundary .  Scour

and depos i t ion were  ev ident for severa l hundred feet.   There  was  a small  amount o f sur face f low on

the date  o f survey (5/23/01).  Channel f low and scour /depos i tion ended on a bench.  No channel

character is tics were  ev ident be low . 

A  cu l tura l resource survey was  conducted in  the area in  1980 in  con junct ion with  a  BLM  t imber sale

that occurred in  Sect ion 31.  No cu l tura l resources were  d iscovered dur ing the survey. 

A  survey for spec ia l s ta tus plants  was  conducted in  May,  2001.  Due  to the th ick blackberry  cover,

very  l i t t le hab i ta t for any herbs or forbes exists  in  the area o f the proposed new road const ruct ion. 

No sens i t ive , threatened, or endangered p lant spec ies were  found dur ing the survey.
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There  are  no threatened or endangered wildl i fe  spec ies in  the area.  A  Bald  Eagle  Habi ta t Area

(BEHA) l ies to the nor th , but there are  no eagle  nests  in  the s tand.  The BEHA stand is  suitable

habi ta t as well  as d ispersa l hab i ta t for northern  spot ted owls , but is  too small  to  support  a  nest ing

ow l pair .  There  are  no historic  ow l s i tes in  the area.  The t imbered s tand on Estate  lands is

e longated and prov ides a min imal amount o f d ispersa l hab i ta t for spot ted owls .

Spr ing ch inook sa lmon ( O . tshawytscha) is  curren tly  l i s ted as a threatened spec ies under the

Endangered Spec ies Act  in  the Upper Wil lam ette  Ecolo gically  S ign i f icant Unit  (ESU),  which inc ludes

Mosby  Creek Watershed and Row  River Watershed be low Dorena D a m . 

VI. DIRECT, INDIRECT, AND CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

The Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives would  have env i ronmenta l e f fec ts . However,  none of the

a l ternatives would  have effects  beyond those descr ibed in  the "Eugene Dis t r ic t Proposed Resource

Management  P lan/Env i ronmenta l Impact Statem ent”  ( R M P E IS ) and the “F ina l Supplementa l

Env i ronmenta l Impact Sta tement on Management  o f Habi ta t for Late-Success iona l and Old-G rowth

Forest Rela ted Spec ies Within  the Range of the Northern  Spot ted Owl”  (NSO FSEIS).  Impac ts based

upon site  specif ic  analys is  o f the a l ternatives are  shown be low .  An Impact Compar ison Table  is  a lso

prov ided.

A. Unaffected Resources

The fo l lowing resources are  e i ther not present or would  not be a f fec ted by any o f the

a l ternatives:  Areas o f Cr i t ica l Env i ronmenta l Concern, p r im e or un ique farm lands, Nat ive

Amer ican re l ig ious concerns, cu l tura l resources, air  qua l i ty , sol id  or hazardous wastes, Wild  and

Scen ic  Rivers , Wi lderness, minority  popula t ions, and low  i n co m e popula t ions.

B. Proposed  Act ion

This  analys is  incorporates by re ference the analys is  o f cumulat ive effects  in  the NSO  FSE IS

(Chapters  3 and 4, pp. 4-10) and the R M P EIS  (Chapter 4). Those docum ents  ana lyze most

cumulat ive effects  o f road bu i ld ing and other re la ted management  act iv i ties , and the analys is

presented herein  g ives addi t iona l site-spe cif ic  ana lys is .

Private  Land.  Under the Proposed Act ion, approx imately  1 ,650 feet o f new road would  be

const ructed.   The road and harvest activity  would  be screened f rom v iew f rom the west by an

unharvested buf fer area.  Log t rucks would  hau l across public  land to Garou tte Road, avo id ing

rura l res idences. 

Hydro logic  Resources.  New  road const ruct ion on public  land would  disturb a 14- foot w ide area

for the 110 feet o f r ight -o f-way.  Compact ion would  increase only  by a f rac t ion o f an acre.  The

r isk o f sed iment reach ing a s t ream channel would  be very  l ow .  No impac ts to s t ream

temperature  are  ant ic ipated.  Min imal to no impac ts would  be expected to r ipar ian vegetat ion,

magni tude and t iming o f s t ream f lows, or channel s tab i l ity .  The new road segment on public  land

would  not ex tend the ex is t ing s t ream network .  An increase in  sed imentat ion f rom const ruct ion

and use of the new road segment would  be un l ike ly .  The nearest s t ream that has connect ion to

Mosby  Creek is  located approx imately  1 ,400 feet to the south  o f the proposed new road

const ruct ion.

Increased traff ic  on the ex is t ing grave l roads dur ing per iods o f t imber hau l ing would  result  in  very

min imal increases in  eros ion and sed imentat ion.  Eros ion/sed imentat ion f rom these ex is t ing

roads would  be expected to be very  l ow .  The haul route  would  be over paved roads, except for

approx imately  one mile  o f grave l road.  Paved  roads have a very  low potent ia l for eros ion or

sed imentat ion.  Because public  access is  res t r ic ted due to the gate  on the -5 road, no long term
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increase in  traff ic  is  expected. 

Road const ruct ion on Estate  lands would  add approx imately  0 .75 acres o f compact ion to this

watershed.  This  would  increase the cumulat ive impact o f compact ion to the Mosby  Creek

Watershed, but only  by a very  small  amou nt.   The locat ion o f the new road would  be on a gentle

s lope, except where  it would  be routed around the spr ing area.

Threatened or Endangered F ish and Wildl i fe  Spec ies.  There  would  be no e f fec t on threatened or

endangered wildl i fe  spec ies as a result  o f this  ac t ion.  No suitable  hab i ta t for any threatened or

endangered spec ies would  be removed dur ing const ruct ion o f the 110 feet o f new road.  The

t imber harvest on private  land would  degrade a min imal amount o f northern  spot ted ow l d ispersa l

habitat,  but the nearby BEHA would  cont inue to prov ide the best quali ty  d ispersa l hab i ta t in  the

v ic in i ty .  The Proposed Act ion would  not a f fec t bald  eag les, because the BEHA would  not be

af fec ted and there are  no nest ing bald  eag les.

The Proposed Act ion would  protect water quali ty  and f ish-bear ing habi ta t within  the pro jec t area

and at the 6th  and 5th  f ield  watershed sca le .  There  would  be no hydrolo gic  connect ion to cr i t ica l

hab i ta t and no new road const ruct ion within  400 feet o f any f ish-bear ing s t re a m .  Due  to the

extrem ely  low potent ia l for this  pro jec t to cause sed iment del ivery  to s t re a m s or in f luence

ex is t ing substra te and channel morphology condi t ions within  or near cr i t ica l habitat,  the

Proposed Act ion would  have no e f fec t on Upper Wil lam ette  ESU spr ing ch inook sa lmon and

des ignated cr i t ica l habitat.   The Proposed Act ion is  not l ikely  to advers ely  a f fec t Essent ia l F ish

Habitat.

Spec ia l Sta tus P lants .  The use of the ex is t ing road system would  not a f fec t spec ia l s ta tus p lant

spec ies because there would  be no change to the ex is t ing road p r is m .  Road const ruct ion would

not a f fec t spec ia l s ta tus p lant spec ies because none were  found dur ing f ield  surveys.

C. No Act ion Alternat ive

Under the No Act ion A l ternat ive, the road use grant would  be denied and the private  land owners

would  be rest r ic ted to deve lop ing access entirely  on privately  owned lands, which the Estate  has

ind icated they would  do.  The fo l lowing analys is  is  based upon that scenar io .

Private  Land.  Under the No Act ion A l ternat ive, approx imately  3 ,750 feet o f new road would  be

const ructed.  Const ruct ing roads f rom the bot tom would  expose road cuts  to v iew f rom the west

and would  a lso create  ho les through which the t imber harvest would  be v is ib le .  Addi t iona l ly , the

log t rucks would  pass within  70-80 feet o f an ex is t ing res idence, up to 10-12 t imes per day,

sub ject ing the occupant to the no ise and dust assoc ia ted with  large t rucks. 

Hydro logic  Resources.  More  road bu i ld ing would  occur under this  a l ternative than under the

Proposed Act ion.  The road would  be in  c lose proxim ity  to the area with  annual scour and

depos i t ion near the west cent ra l boundary  and a lso the dry  draw near the south  boundary .   A

to ta l o f approx imately  1 .75 acres o f compact ion would  be added to this  watershed under this

a l ternative.  This  would  add a sl ightly  h igher leve l o f compact ion to the watershed than the

Proposed Act ion.  

The road would  be buil t  on s teeper topography than under the Proposed Act ion.  The road

const ructed under the No Act ion A l ternat ive would  be c loser to the dry  draw located near the

south  boundary  and c loser to a  short  segment o f “chann el”  located near the west cent ra l

boundary  than the road const ructed under the proposed a l ternative.  This  “chann el”  has ev idence

of annual scour and depos i t ion but is  d isconnected f rom other s t ream channels .  

The r isk o f sed imentat ion would  be sl ightly  h igher under this  a l ternative than under the Proposed

Act ion.  Min imal to no impac ts are  expected to r ipar ian vegetat ion, magni tude and t iming o f
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s t ream f lows, or channel s tab i l ity .  The increase in  eros ion/sed imentat ion f rom the usage of

ex is t ing roads is  l ikely  to be very  s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion. 

Threatened or Endangered F ish and Wildl i fe  Resources.  Impac ts f rom the No Act ion A l ternat ive

would  be the s a m e as descr ibed under the Proposed Act ion.

Spec ia l Sta tus P lants .  Impac ts f rom the No Act ion A l ternat ive would  be the s a m e as descr ibed

under the Proposed Act ion.

Impact Compar ison Table, Proposed  Act ion vs.  No Act ion Alternat ive

Alternative Roads Visual Resource Erosion & Sedimentation Fish &

Wildlife

Proposed Action 110' new construction

on public land; 1,650'

new construction on

private land; haul route

not near rural

residences

New road

construction, timber

harvest not visible

from west

Low to no impact to soils,

streams, riparian

vegetation; low risk of

sedimentation; very minor

increase in compaction

from new road construction

No Effect

No Action No new construction on

public land; 3,750' new

construction on private

land; haul route

adjacent to rural

residence

Private land road

construction would be

visible from west,

gaps in visual buffer

would expose timber

harvest to view

Slightly higher risk of

sedimentation than the

Proposed Action; slightly

more compaction than the

Proposed Action

No Effect

VII. CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

A. List o f Prepare rs

The fo l lowing BLM  resource specia l ists  have examined the a l ternatives descr ibed in  this

assessment and have prov ided e i ther wr i t ten or verba l input used for deve lop ing effects  ana lys is :

Par t ic ipant Title Resource Values Assigned

Chuck  Fairch ild Botan is t Spec ia l Sta tus Plants

Steve Ste iner Hydro log is t Hydro logy and Soils

Al ison Center Wildl i fe  B io log is t Wildl i fe

Jeff  Apel Engineer Roads

Rick Colvin Landscape Planner Wr i ter

Mike Southard Archaeolog is t Cul tura l Resources

Chuck  Vosta l F isher ies B io log is t F isher ies

In format ion on act ions that would  be conducted on private  lands was  prov ided by Mark  Setchko,

Consul t ing Forester,  for the Polly  Hatch Mosby  Esta te .

B. Consul tat ion

The Proposed Act ion would  have “no effect”  on threatened or endangered spec ies, would  not

modify  cr i t ica l hab i ta t for threatened or endangered spec ies, and would  not l ikely  advers ely

af fec t Essent ia l F ish Habitat.   Therefore, consu l ta t ion with  the U .S . F ish and Wildl i fe  Serv ice and

the Nat iona l Mar ine F isher ies Serv ice is  not requ i red.
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C. Pub lic Par t ic ipation

A public  not ice adver t is ing the availab il i ty  o f this  env i ronmenta l assessment wil l  appear in  the

Eugene Register-Guard  on Wednesday,  June 27, 2001.  Addi t iona l ly , the env i ronmenta l

assessment wil l  be sent to the fo l lowing l is t o f ind iv idua ls , groups and agenc ies. 

Ann Mathews, Eugene, OR

Carol Logan, Kalapooya Sacred Circle Alliance, Springfield, OR

Chad Hanson, John Muir Project, Pasadena, CA

Charles and Reida Kimmel, Eugene, OR

Confederated Tribes of the Siletz, Siletz, OR

Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, Grand Ronde, OR

Craig Tupper, Eugene, OR

David Simone, Eugene, OR

George Sexton, American Lands Alliance, Eugene, OR

Governor's Forest Planning Team, Salem, OR

Harold Schroeder, Eugene, OR

James Johnston, Eugene, OR

Jan Wroncy, Eugene, OR

John Bianco, Creswell, OR

John Poynter, Lorane, OR

Kris and John Ward, Eugene, OR

Lane County Land Management, Eugene, OR

Neal Miller, Eugene, OR

Oregon Dept. of Forestry, Springfield, OR

Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Springfield, OR

Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality, Portland, OR

Oregon Natural Resources Council, Eugene, OR

Pam Hewitt, Marcola, OR

Peter Saraceno, Eugene, OR

Robert Davison, Wildlife Management Institute, Bend, OR

Roseburg Forest Products, Roseburg, OR

Scott Lucas, Eugene, OR

Sierra Club - Many Rivers Group, Eugene, OR

Sondra Zemansky, Junction City, OR

Swanson-Superior Forest Products, Inc., Noti, OR

The Pacific Rivers Council, Eugene, OR
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Find ing o f No Sign i f icant Impact

O n the basis  o f the in format ion conta ined in  Env i ronmenta l Asse ssme nt,  and al l  o ther in format ion

availab le to me,  i t is  m y determinat ion that implementat ion o f the proposed act ion or a l ternatives wil l

not have s ign i f icant env i ronmenta l impac ts not a l ready addressed in  the Record  o f Dec is ion (ROD)

for Ame ndme nts  to Forest Serv ice and Bureau of Land Management  P lann ing Docu ments  Within  the

Range of th Northern  Spot ted Ow l  (Apri l  1994) and the Eugene Dis t r ic t Record  o f Dec is ion and

Resource Management  P lan  (June 1995),  with  which this  EA  is  in  conformance, and does not,  in  and

of i tself,  constitu te a major federa l ac t ion hav ing a s ign i f icant e f fec t on the human  environ ment.  

Therefore, an env i ronmenta l impact s ta tement or a  supplement to the ex is t ing env i ronmenta l impact

s ta tement is  not necessary  and wil l  not be prepared.

Field  Manager:                                                                   Date:                                       
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